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8-18-108. Filing of oaths of state and judicial officers. 

Such oaths shall, when taken by the governor, a judge of the supreme court, 
a judge of the circuit court, a chancellor, the secretary of state, the comptroller 
of the treasury, the state treasurer, a district attorney general, or any other 
officer whose duties are not limited to one (1) county, unless it is otherwise 
provided, be filed, with the certificate required by§ 8-18-107, in the office of 
the secretary of state. 

History. 
Code 1858, § 754; Shan., § 1075; Code 1932, 

§ 1817; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 8-1808. 

Section to Section References. 
Sections 8-18-107-8-18-113 are referred to 

in§ 8-18-114. 

8-18-109. Filing of oaths of county officers- Administration of oaths. 

(a) Judges of courts of general sessions, revenue commissioners, sheriffs, 
constables and other officers whose general duties are confined to a single 
county, shall, unless it is otherwise provided, file such oaths and certificate in 
the office of the county clerk. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the county mayor, the 
county clerk, judges of courts of general sessions, or a judge of any court of 
record in the county may administer the oath of office for any elected or 
appointed official. The oath of office for any county official required to file an 
oath may be administered at any time after the certification of the election 
returns, in the case of elected officials, or after appointment, in the case of 
appointed officials. Even though an official may file an oath before the 
scheduled start of a term of office, the official may not take office until the term 
officially begins. 

History. 
Code 1858, § 755; Shan., § 1076; Code 1932, 

§ 1818; impl. am. Acts 1978, ch. 934, §§ 22, 36; 
impl. am. Acts 1979, ch. 68, §§ 2, 3; T.C.A. (orig. 
ed.), § 8-1809;Acts 1997, ch. 125, § 1; 2003, ch. 
5, § 3;2003,ch. 90, § 2. 

Compiler's Notes. 
Acts 2003, ch. 90, § 2, directed the code 

commission to change all references from 
"county executive" to "county mayor" and to 
include all such changes in the 2003 supple-

ments and replacement volumes for Tennessee 
Code Annotated. 

Section to Section References. 
Sections 8-18-107- 8-18-113 are referred to 

in § 8-18-114. 

Attorney General Opinions. 
General authority of judges of general ses

sions to administer oaths is not limited by 
T.C.A. §§ 8-18-107, 8-18-109(b) or 17-1-105, 
OAG 03-043 (4115/03). 

8-18-110. Endorsement of time of filing. 

The officer in whose office these oaths are required to be filed shall endorse 
thereon the day and year in which they were filed and sign the endorsement. 

History. 
Code 1858, § 757; Shan., § 1078; Code 1932, 

§ 1819; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 8-1810. 

8-18-111. Form of oath of office. 

Section to Section References. 
Sections 8-18-107- 8-18-113 are referred to 

in § 8-18-114. 

The official oath, unless otherwise expressly prescribed by law, shall be in 
the following form: "I do solemnly swear that I will perform with fidelity the 
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duties of the office to wh 
be), and which I am abo 

History. 
Code 1858, § 760; Shan., § . 

§ 1822; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 8-

Cross-References. 
Constitutional oaths and 

Tenn. Const., art. X, §§ 1, 2. 

Section to Section Referenc 
Sections 8-18-107- 8-18-11 

in § 8-18-114. 

8-18-112. Deputies' oa1 

Whenever any officer 
deputy, before proceedin~ 
office, which shall be ac< 
office, and with the same 
The provisions of this sec 
particular cases only. 

History. 
Code 1858, § 758; Shan., § 1 

§ 1820; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 8-1 

Cross-References. 
Constitutional oaths and < 

Tenn. Const., art. X, §§ 1, 2; § 

Section to Section Referenc 
Sections 8-18-107- 8-18-112 

in§ 8-18-114. 

Analysis 

1. General and Special De 
guished. 

2. Failure to Take Oath. 
3. Presumptions from Record. 

1. General and Special De1 
guished. 

A general deputy, as disting 
special deputy sheriff assigned t 
or transaction, was an officer w 
of the law. State ex rel. Little 
Tenn. 336, 89 S.W 326, 1905 '[1 
(1905). 

2. Failure to Take Oath. 
The appointment to office was 

separate thing from the qualifica 

8-18-113. Acting withot 

Any officer or deputy re~ 


